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An Agri Bundh in Guijan: To protect agricultural land from floods and to improve the transportation system, this strong bundh has been
constructed in Guijan Development Block of Tinsukia district under the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA scheme.

A journey of dusk to dawn

ooted in the vision of inclusive growth and sustainable development, Assam

State Rural LivelihoodsMission (ASRLM) has been steadfast in its efforts to enhance
the socio-economic well-being of rural communities. With a focus on women’s
empowerment and livelihood promotion, the Mission continues to build resilient
community institutions across Assam. Assam State Rural Livelihoods Mission (ASRLM),
L A B established under the Panchayat & Rural Development Department, Government of
Nibedan Das Patowary, ACS Assam, and aligned with the objectives of Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana - National
State Mission Director Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), continues to make significant progress in
Assam State Rural Livelihood Mission ~ empowering rural communities. As of April 2025, 39.37 lakh rural women have been
mobilized into 3.59 lakh Self-Help Groups (SHGs) across all districts and blocks of
Assam.

A total of 3.38 lakh SHGs have received Revolving Fund (RF) support of Rs. 556.34
crore, while 2.17lakh SHGs have been provided with Community Investment Fund (CIF)
amounting toRs. 1,089.6 crore. Under the Kanaklata Mahila Sabalikaran Yojana (KAMS),
2.73 lakh SHGs have received RF of Rs. 443.63 crore, and 89,130 SHGs have availed
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capital subsidy worth Rs. 445.65 crore. To support vulnerable
communities, 13,309 Village Organizations (VOs) have been
provided with Vulnerability Reduction Fund (VRF) totalling
Rs. 248.64 crore. Cumulatively, 11,841 VOs have availed Rs.
218.36 crore under this initiative. Bank credit mobilization
has reached 7.58 lakh loans amounting to Rs. 17,114 crore,
with a remarkable reduction in Non-Performing Asset (NPA)
rates from 10.19% in FY 2018-19 to 0.90% in FY 2023-24, well
below the national average of 1.58%.

Under the Lakhpati Didi initiative, Assam has empowered
around 8.82 lakh Lakhpati Baideos, who are the epitome
of successful women entrepreneur in the state. The NAMO
Drone Didi scheme has also equipped 27 SHG women with
drones and training for modern agricultural practices.

Mukhyamantri Mahila Udyamita Abhiyaan (MMUA) a
Flagship programme of Govt. of Assamaimed atempowering
36 Lakhs SHG women in Assam. The initiative plays a crucial
role in promoting self-reliance among women, fostering
rural entrepreneurship, and strengthening Self-Help Groups
(SHGS). More than 27 Lakhs women SHG (Self Help Group)
members to be benefitted under the initiative

Financial inclusion has been also strengthened through
2,781 DigiPay Sakhis and 525 BC Sakhis, with Assam ranking
first nationally in DigiPay transactions at Rs. 29.06 crore in
February 2025.

The ASOMI SARAS Mela 2024-25 recorded sales of Rs.
19.69 crore. To enhance market access, 16 Retail Outlets, 15
Rural Marts, and 400 Organic Shops have been set up. SHG
productslisted on e-commerce platforms have generated sales
worth Rs. 16.60 lakh. A total of 6,865 Producer Groups have
been formed, benefiting 33.08 lakh SHG members under Agro-

Under the Lakhpati Didi initiative,
Assam has empowered around 8.82 lakh
Lakhpati Baideos, who are the epitome
of successful women entrepreneur
in the state. The NAMO Drone Didi
scheme has also equipped 27 SHG
women with drones and training for
modern agricultural practices.

Ecological Practices (AEP). Further, 18.30 lakh members have
been supported through livestock-based livelihoods, and
37.81 lakh households have adopted Agri-Nutri Gardens.
Under PMEME scheme 20,329 enterprises received Rs. 71
crore as seed capital. Additionally, 16,266 enterprises were
promoted under SVER ASRLM is also implementing MKSP
where 330 nos. of Integrated Farming Clusters are promoted
in 34 districts, 149 blocks covering a total no. 0f99,000 SHG
Households and 3 Mahila Producer enterprise covering 24000
Mahila Kisans.

Under the Social Inclusion and Social Development
Initiatives, ASRLM has promoted 25 Gender Resource
Centres (GRCs) and 678 Naari Xuraksha Kokh (NXKs), focusing
onGender justice, health, education, and addressal of various
forms of violence against women & Child.

ASRLM reaffirms its commitment to inclusive and
sustainable rural development through community-led
approaches, aiming to further strengthen livelihoods and
women’s empowerment across Assam.
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Ratul Gogoi

BDO, Amguri Development Block, Sivasagar.

he road connecting vital community hubs in Amguri - the Amguri

Adarsha Hospital, the Amguri Tea Garden Hospital, the Haluwating
High School, and the homes of numerous tea garden families - hasbeen
plagued by persistent waterlogging. This perennial issue has created
significant hardships for everyone as access to essential healthcare
was hindered, and students faced unnecessary obstacles in reaching
their schools. The lives of the tea garden workers, particularly women,
were affected, limiting their mobility and access to opportunities.

Recognising the urgent need for a solution, Amguri Development
Block took proactive steps involving technical undertakings and a
community-led development project by digging of both side drain
from Amguri Tea Estate Hospital towards Forest Gate.

The implementation of this vital project was a collaborative
effort, driven by the dedication of local job card holders, guided by
the expertise of the Assistant Engineer, Acc. Engineer, Bishwa Kumar
Buragohain, GRS Jokhoria Kashyap and mates. Notably, Amguri Tea
Garden authority extended crucial support throughout the execution
process. Moreover, the project utilised the GTNPS system, ensuring
transparency and accountability in its execution.

The impact of this MGNREGA initiative has directly empowered 82
families by providing much-needed wage employment. Significantly,
67 of these beneficiaries were women job cardholders. This income
has eased their immediate financial burdens, apart from the
foundation for greater economic independence and self-sufficiency.
By engaging women in this development process, the project has
actively contributed to their empowerment and the upliftment of a
traditionally deprived section of society.

By resolving the persistent issue of waterlogging, this initiative
has enhanced connectivity and opened up avenues for economic
empowerment, particularly for women, thereby uplifting marginalised
communities.

Women busy in digging the drain from Amguri Tea Estate
Hospital towards Forest Gate
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LAKHYASHREE NARZA

Lakhyashree Narzary in her lemon orchard

! Charan Narzary
w X ALRS, BDO, Borobazar T.D. Block

n the heart of Belguri Village, nestled in Thaisobari VCDC, Borobazar T.D. Block,

Chirang, Assam, lives a woman whose story is a testament to resilience, self-reliance,
and smart farming—Lakhyashree Narzary. A dedicated member of the Bibari Self-Help
Group (SHG) under Mainavili Village Organization (VO), Lakhyashree is not only a devoted
wife and mother but also a progressive farmer who has transformed her family’s livelihood
through horticulture.

Lakhyashree’s family has long relied on farming as
their primary source of income. With a small orchard of
5 bigha, she cultivated arecanut and lemon to sustain
her household. However, her determination to create a
better future pushed her to explore new opportunities.
In financial year 2021-22, she embraced the lemon-
Arecanut intercropping model under the “Swa Nirbhar
Naari-Atmo Nirbhar Axom” (SNNANA) scheme,
implemented through the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA.

With financial support of Rs. 15,729 (Fifteen Thousand
Seven Hundred Twenty-Nine Only), Lakhyashree was
able to purchase 100 lemon saplings and 100 arecanut
saplings, along with covering 50 man- days, 10 unskilled
labours and material costs. To further support her
venture, she also availed a loan of Rs. 10,000 from
her VO. Her initiative not only demonstrated the potential
of intercropping but also highlighted how government =
supportschemes can empower grassroots entrepreneurs.

The results of her hard work soon followed. Today, Lakhyashree earns over Rs. 1 lakh annually from lemon
production alone. Her success has earned her the recognition of a “Lakhpati Mahila” under ASRLM, Borobazar
T.D. Block—a title given to women who earn more than a lakh through livelihood activities.

Committed to continuous learning and growth, Lakhyashree now receives training in horticulture from
ASRLM and SeSTA, aiming to further enhance productivity from her orchard and explore new agricultural
innovations.

Her story is more than just a personal achievement—it’s a powerful example of how women in rural India
are leading change, becoming financially independent, and inspiring others in their communities.
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Ashim Hazarika
Junior Assistant, CPRD

1. Astronauts in space can grow up to 2 inches taller
due to the lack of gravity, allowing their spines to
expand.

2. The first person to travel to space was Yuri

Gagarin, a Soviet cosmonaut who orbited Earth
on April 12, 1961.

3. The first woman to travel to space was Valentina

Tereshkova, a Soviet cosmonaut who orbited Earth
on June 16, 1963.
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Vision for Housing
‘Anwesha’ Survey empowers
Rural Change Makers
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Door to door survey by Community cadres

Like that man, lakhs of people in all over Assam was
surveyed under ‘Anwesha; the preliminary survey for selection
of eligible households for the Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-

Ranjit Goswami Gramin through Awaas Plus Survey 2024. The preliminary
survey, carried out by Community Cadres from Assam State

Assistant Development Commissioner

Asenior citizen living in a village situated in remote corner
of Dima Hasao district clasped my hands during the last
field visit to the district. He was unable to walk for a long time,
living in a house marred by the marks of time. Still, like the
other families of the village, his boundary was not marked by a
pucca house under PMAY-G.

The man, still clasping my hands, thanked the Govt,
especially Hon’ble Chief Minister, Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma,
for including his name in the recent preliminary survey,
‘Anwesha’ His eyes shone in unmasked joy as he confirmed
that a Community Cadre came to his home and surveyed his
household details. He is positive that despite being deprived

¢ .5West Karbl Anglong,...'
, Assam 782448, India, West Karbi
Anglong, Assam 782448, India

- ) (o Lat 25.851224° Long 92.7528083°
of getting benefits under the PMAY-G scheme for so long, he i€ 126/03/2025 06:39 PM GMT +05:30

will get a house this time.
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Rural Livelihood Mission (ASRLM), identified around 28 lakh
households which are yet to be benefitted under the scheme,
PMAY-G.

The engagement of women community cadres of ASRLM
for ‘Anwesha ‘ Survey in a way also helped in empowerment
of these women cadres by participating in this large scale
exercise/ survey to identify and select eligible beneficiaries
which was conceptualized by our visionary Chief Minister,
Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma .

Apart from identifying eligible rural households, Anwesha
survey also highlighted a few ground realities in the rural areas
of Assam. For example, out of the 28 lakh households, 70%
households surveyed are headed by female members. There
are also a portion of rural households in Assam who are yet to
get their Aadhar Cards.

The Anwesha survey tried to cover all the left-out
households, which were not covered under SECC, 2011 and
Awaas Plus 2018 list. Once the Model Code of Conduct for
Assam Panchayat Election is over, the list prepared by Anwesha
survey will be placed at Gram Sabha for verification. Once

Pig Farming: The Path
to Self-Reliance

I } ' BDO, Majuli Development Block and

A i/c Ujani Majuli Development Block

Meet Smt. Bina Ngatey from Pokajara GP, Majuli District,
a true example of self-reliance and perseverance!
Through her dedication to pig farming, she has successfully
built a livelihood. Initially, with limited resources, she
faced numerous challenges in maintaining her piggery
farm. However, with support from the Mahatma Gandhi
NREGA scheme, a piggery shed was sanctioned, which
significantly boosted her piglet production. Today, Smt.
Bina is not only self-reliant but also inspiring others
with her journey of determination and hard work.

ISSUE 02 | MAY 2025
The engagement of women community
cadres of ASRLM for ‘Anwesha’
Survey in a way also helped in
empowerment of these women
cadres by participating in this large
scale exercise/ survey to identify and
select eligible beneficiaries which was
conceptualized by our visionary Chief
Minister, Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma

done, the list will be displayed at BDO and Gram Panchayat
offices for public grievance redressal for 7 days.

After the public display period is over, the list will be placed
before LAC level committee for scrutiny and then submitted
to the District level committee for final approval. Once the
list is approved, pre-registered surveyors registered under the
Ministry of Rural Development, Govt of India, will conduct the
final geo-tagging of the selected households.

However, if any households are still not covered, self-
survey option under Awaas Plus 2024 survey is available.
The self-survey will also enable citizens to survey and geo-
tag themselves to get benefits under PMAY-G. Potential
beneficiaries can perform Aadhaar based eKYC and self-
survey to ensure comprehensive coverage and inclusion of all
eligible beneficiaries.

Overall, the Awaas Plus Survey plays a critical role in
achieving the vision of "Housing for All" With its data-driven
approach and technological integration, the survey stands as
a benchmark for future housing development projects.
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Cocoa plantation in Langkashi Gaon
Helping to Improve Economic Conditions

.| Saleh Hadayat Hussain
BDO Itakhuli Development Block

C ocoa plantation in Langkashi Gaon is one of the important
projects being implemented under MGNREGA. The
main purpose of this scheme was to improve the economic
condition of the people of Langkashi Gaon through the cocoa
plantation.

Implementation Process

The ongoing scheme was implemented by Langkashi Gaon
Panchayat under Itakhuli Development Block, Tinsukia,
Assam.The scheme was first placed in the Gaon Sabha, after
approval from Gaon Sabha the estimate was prepared under
MGNREGA as per the rules & guidelines. The number of
beneficiaries is 43, all are SHG members. Each beneficiary
was given 420 seedlings of cocoa to cover three bighas of land
(140 seedlings to be planted in one bigha). The total number
of cocoa planted is 18060 and till now all the plants are in
excellent growing condition and flowering and fruiting started
from the month of May, 2023. A group of cultivators were given
training at Mou Organic Farm, Nortap under the guidance of
Sri Sanjay Changkakoti who is the pioneer of cocoa cultivation
in Assam.

Impact

The main goal of this plan was to use the cocoa
plantation to help the residents of Langkashi Gaon's economy.
Around the world, cocoa is a productive plantation crop. A
cocoa tree needs around 5 years to reach maturity and begin
producing cocoa pods (from seed). The current initiative has
the potential to provide the residents of Langkashi Gaon with
an income. The cultivation of cocoa will have a direct positive

impact on 43 households. The cocoa fruit can be used to
make chocolate once it has reached maturity. Cocoa can be
cultivated as intercrop along with other plantation like tea,
coconut, and areca nut trees. Thus, beneficiaries are involved
in mutlicropping. It will assist in increasing beneficiaries'
income by twofold 236 new beneficiaries applied, and their
names were included to the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA action
plan, considering Assam's climate appropriateness and the
advantages of cocoa growing. As a result, Langkashi Gaon's
commercial cocoa production will contribute to the creation
of income and the reduction of poverty.

\ﬁp}ﬁ; 5

CONCEPTUALISED AND PUBLISHED BY COMMISSIONERATE OF PANCHAYAT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT, ASSAM



2
UL ] ISSUE 02 | MAY 2025

SIPRD, Assam received PKNSSP Award

The State Institute of Panchayat and
Rural Development (SIPRD), Assam has
received Panchayat Kshamta Nirmaan
Sarvottam Sansthan Puraskar (PKNSSP)
award of Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Govt.
of India. SIPRD, Assam has secured the
third position in this category. On the
occasion of the National Panchayati Raj
Divas held on 24™ April 2025, Hon'ble
Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra
Modi presented this award to SIPRD,
Assam. The award was received by
Shri Munindra Sharma, IAS, Special

| Secretary to the Govt. of Assam and Shri
Pabitra Kalita, Joint Director (Training),
State Institute of Panchayat and
Rural Development, Assam on behalf
of SIPRD, Assam.

= Edilovial Colvom

Keerthi Jalli, IAS

Commissioner, PnRD

Dear Team,

Spring is a season of renewal, growth, and new beginnings. Let me begin by congratulating you all on
the successful conduct of the Panchayat Elections. Your dedication, long hours, and teamwork have
upheld the true spirit of democracy. With new PRI members taking office, let us welcome them with open
minds—guiding them not only through the schemes and works of our department, but also through the
values we hold dear in our mission to build self-reliant villages, as envisioned by Mahatma Gandhi.

Our department has the rare privilege of reshaping the rural landscape. The roads, bridges, water
systems, and infrastructure we build are not just structures—they represent opportunity, resilience, and
dignity for millions.

Atits core, engineering is problem-solving. It is a mindset that sees possibilities in challenges. Though
we face constraints—tight resources, tough terrains, and varied expectations—we are uniquely positioned
to find solutions that are practical, sustainable, and inclusive.

Consider the story of James Dyson, known for his innovative vacuum cleaners and hand dryers. An
artist by education and an engineer by spirit, he endured over 5,000 failed prototypes before succeeding.
His journey reminds us that setbacks are simply steps on the path to innovation. As Dyson said, “Research
can only tell you what has happened. No research can tell you what is going to happen.”

We must stay curious, test boldly, and trust the evidence of our own work. Creative problem-solving is
not a luxury—it is essential to our success as rural engineers and architects of change.

Let us take inspiration from this and move ahead with purpose. Every challenge we face holds an
opportunity to innovate. Let’s stay dedicated, fearless, and proud of the work we do.
Wishing you a season full of ideas, breakthroughs, and impact.

With best regards

To share your valuable thoughts on &<

please email us: utkarshapnrd@gmail.com
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